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nation beyoud the seas,' as he called it, somewhat prema-
turely.

This fleet of seven ships set sail from Plymouth on April 9,
1585. It was commanded by Sir Richard Grenville, the hero
of that great fight off the Azores, when for thirteen hours the
Revenge kept at bay no less than fifty-three Spanish battle-
ships. Among the other leaders were Ralph Lane, one of
Queen Elizabeth's equerries, who was to be Governor of the new
colonies; Thomas Cavendish, the second Englishman to sail
round the world ; Captain Amadas; John Arundel; Sir Lewis
Stukley Hariot, a distinguished man of science, and other
well-known gentlemen of the time. There were also a hundred
intending settlers of the new colony, which, in honour of the
Queen, and by her suggestion, was to be called Virginia.

The little squadron, after a roundabout course and some
misadventures, reached its destination, the island of Wokeken,
on June 26. Here they landed with their stores, and, under
the direction of Ralph Lane, the * Governor/ at once began
to clear the ground and build wooden houses. Thus was
established at last the first English colony in the New World.

Two months later Sir Richard Grenville left the colonists
and sailed to England, capturing on his way a great Spanish
4 carrack,' containing a rich treasure of pearls.

All went well for a time with the little colony. Ralph Lane
and a party explored and took possession of the coast as far as
Chesapeake Bay to the north, and eighty miles south of Roan-
oak, at which place an outpost of fifteen Englishmen was left
behind. In the course of nearly a year crops were cultivated
and grew to the promise of a fine harvest, and from the natives
the colonists learnt the use of tobacco and the value of potatoes,
both of which were afterwards introduced into England under
the patronage of Walter Raleigh.

Ralph Lane sent home glowing reports. * We have dis-
covered,1 he said, 'so many rare and singular commodities
that no State in Christendom do yield better or more plentiful,
and the ship's freight we are sending will prove I do not lie.'

As the months went by, however, an unsatisfactory state of